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§ 91.319 Aircraft having experimental
certificates: Operating limitations.

(a) No person may operate an aircraft
that has an experimental certificate—

(1) For other than the purpose for
which the certificate was issued; or

(2) Carrying persons or property for
compensation or hire.

(b) No person may operate an aircraft
that has an experimental certificate
outside of an area assigned by the Ad-
ministrator until it is shown that—

(1) The aircraft is controllable
throughout its normal range of speeds
and throughout all the maneuvers to
be executed; and

(2) The aircraft has no hazardous op-
erating characteristics or design fea-
tures.

(c) Unless otherwise authorized by
the Administrator in special operating
limitations, no person may operate an
aircraft that has an experimental cer-
tificate over a densely populated area
or in a congested airway. The Adminis-
trator may issue special operating lim-
itations for particular aircraft to per-
mit takeoffs and landings to be con-
ducted over a densely populated area or
in a congested airway, in accordance
with terms and conditions specified in
the authorization in the interest of
safety in air commerce.

(d) Each person operating an aircraft
that has an experimental certificate
shall—

(1) Advise each person carried of the
experimental nature of the aircraft;

(2) Operate under VFR, day only, un-
less otherwise specifically authorized
by the Administrator; and

(3) Notify the control tower of the ex-
perimental nature of the aircraft when
operating the aircraft into or out of
airports with operating control towers.

(e) The Administrator may prescribe
additional limitations that the Admin-
istrator considers necessary, including
limitations on the persons that may be
carried in the aircraft.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 2120–0005)

§ 91.321 Carriage of candidates in Fed-
eral elections.

(a) An aircraft operator, other than
one operating an aircraft under the
rules of part 121, 125, or 135 of this
chapter, may receive payment for the

carriage of a candidate in a Federal
election, an agent of the candidate, or
a person traveling on behalf of the can-
didate, if—

(1) That operator’s primary business
is not as an air carrier or commercial
operator;

(2) The carriage is conducted under
the rules of this part 91; and

(3) The payment for the carriage is
required, and does not exceed the
amount required to be paid, by regula-
tions of the Federal Election Commis-
sion (11 CFR et seq.).

(b) For the purposes of this section,
the terms candidate and election have
the same meaning as that set forth in
the regulations of the Federal Election
Commission.

§ 91.323 Increased maximum certifi-
cated weights for certain airplanes
operated in Alaska.

(a) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of the Federal Aviation Regula-
tions, the Administrator will approve,
as provided in this section, an increase
in the maximum certificated weight of
an airplane type certificated under
Aeronautics Bulletin No. 7–A of the
U.S. Department of Commerce dated
January 1, 1931, as amended, or under
the normal category of part 4a of the
former Civil Air Regulations (14 CFR
part 4a, 1964 ed.) if that airplane is op-
erated in the State of Alaska by—

(1) A certificate holder conducting
operations under part 121 or part 135 of
this chapter; or

(2) The U.S. Department of Interior
in conducting its game and fish law en-
forcement activities or its manage-
ment, fire detection, and fire suppres-
sion activities concerning public lands.

(b) The maximum certificated weight
approved under this section may not
exceed—

(1) 12,500 pounds;
(2) 115 percent of the maximum

weight listed in the FAA aircraft speci-
fications;

(3) The weight at which the airplane
meets the positive maneuvering load
factor requirement for the normal cat-
egory specified in § 23.337 of this chap-
ter; or
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(4) The weight at which the airplane
meets the climb performance require-
ments under which it was type certifi-
cated.

(c) In determining the maximum cer-
tificated weight, the Administrator
considers the structural soundness of
the airplane and the terrain to be tra-
versed.

(d) The maximum certificated weight
determined under this section is added
to the airplane’s operation limitations
and is identified as the maximum
weight authorized for operations with-
in the State of Alaska.

[Doc. No. 18334, 54 FR 34308, Aug. 18, 1989;
Amdt. 91–211, 54 FR 41211, Oct. 5, 1989, as
amended by Amdt. 91–253, 62 FR 13253, Mar.
19, 1997]

§ 91.325 Primary category aircraft: Op-
erating limitations.

(a) No person may operate a primary
category aircraft carrying persons or
property for compensation or hire.

(b) No person may operate a primary
category aircraft that is maintained by
the pilot-owner under an approved spe-
cial inspection and maintenance pro-
gram except—

(1) The pilot-owner; or
(2) A designee of the pilot-owner, pro-

vided that the pilot-owner does not re-
ceive compensation for the use of the
aircraft.

[Doc. No. 23345, 57 FR 41370, Sept. 9, 1992]

§§ 91.326–91.399 [Reserved]

Subpart E—Maintenance, Preven-
tive Maintenance, and Alter-
ations

SOURCE: Docket No. 18334, 54 FR 34311, Aug.
18, 1989, unless otherwise noted.

§ 91.401 Applicability.

(a) This subpart prescribes rules gov-
erning the maintenance, preventive
maintenance, and alterations of U.S.-
registered civil aircraft operating with-
in or outside of the United States.

(b) Sections 91.405, 91.409, 91.411,
91.417, and 91.419 of this subpart do not
apply to an aircraft maintained in ac-
cordance with a continuous airworthi-
ness maintenance program as provided

in part 121, 129, or § 135.411(a)(2) of this
chapter.

(c) Sections 91.405 and 91.409 of this
part do not apply to an airplane in-
spected in accordance with part 125 of
this chapter.

[Doc. No. 18334, 54 FR 34311, Aug. 18, 1989, as
amended by Amdt. 91–267, 66 FR 21066, Apr.
27, 2001]

§ 91.403 General.
(a) The owner or operator of an air-

craft is primarily responsible for main-
taining that aircraft in an airworthy
condition, including compliance with
part 39 of this chapter.

(b) No person may perform mainte-
nance, preventive maintenance, or al-
terations on an aircraft other than as
prescribed in this subpart and other ap-
plicable regulations, including part 43
of this chapter.

(c) No person may operate an aircraft
for which a manufacturer’s mainte-
nance manual or instructions for con-
tinued airworthiness has been issued
that contains an airworthiness limita-
tions section unless the mandatory re-
placement times, inspection intervals,
and related procedures specified in that
section or alternative inspection inter-
vals and related procedures set forth in
an operations specification approved
by the Administrator under part 121 or
135 of this chapter or in accordance
with an inspection program approved
under § 91.409(e) have been complied
with.

[Doc. No. 18334, 54 FR 34311, Aug. 18, 1989, as
amended by Amdt. 91–267, 66 FR 21066, Apr.
27, 2001]

§ 91.405 Maintenance required.
Each owner or operator of an air-

craft—
(a) Shall have that aircraft inspected

as prescribed in subpart E of this part
and shall between required inspections,
except as provided in paragraph (c) of
this section, have discrepancies re-
paired as prescribed in part 43 of this
chapter;

(b) Shall ensure that maintenance
personnel make appropriate entries in
the aircraft maintenance records indi-
cating the aircraft has been approved
for return to service;

(c) Shall have any inoperative instru-
ment or item of equipment, permitted
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